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The Torah portion this morning is one which always fascinates us as children. It 
includes the story of Balaam and his talking donkey. In our portion we find the children 
of Israel right on the edge of the Promised Land. They are now getting ready to go in and 
possess the land. In last week's portion I briefly mentioned the Israelite victories over the 
Amorite Kings named Sihon and Og. Both were killed. The news of their deaths quickly 
reached the neighbors and the King of Moab went into a panic. His name was Balak. 
Scripture tells us, "*Now Balak son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the 
Amorites, >and Moab was terrified because there were so many people. Indeed, Moab 
was filled with dread because of the Israelites. The Moabites said to the elders of 
Midian, “This horde is going to lick up everything around us, as an ox licks up the grass 
of the field.” (Numbers 22) 

The story in these three chapters involves King Balak and a 
sorcerer/fortune teller/religion peddler named Balaam. The story 
takes all sorts of twists and turns including a talking donkey, but the 
real story is a presentation of two life choices: The Way of Balaam 
or the Way of the Lord. 


As the story unfolds in Chapter 22, Balak, the King of Moab, devises 
a scheme to overcome Israel. He sends for a medium/soothsayer, a 
phony prophet, named Balaam. The King intended to pay Balaam 
treasure to come over from Mesopotamia to curse Israel. This guy was famous for his 
spiritual power. He was a peddler of religion and spiritualism. Balaam was a man who 
curiously had the ear of the God of Israel. Balaam sort of knew about God, and he even 
knew God, but he had no real desire to serve God. Balak needed a secret weapon against 
Israel so he sent for Balaam to come curse these people "who have come up from Egypt". 


The way the story goes, Balaam was asked over and over to 
come curse the Israelites, but he refused to do so because 
God kept telling him not to because they were blessed. 
Eventually he does go down to Moab and on the way the 
Angel of the Lord stands invisible to Balaam, but his donkey 
sees it and is afraid to go around the angel. Balaam beat his 
donkey to try to get it to move on, but God allowed the 
donkey to speak to Balaam miraculously. For context let's 
listen to the scripture. 


26 Then the angel of the LORD moved on ahead and stood 


in a narrow place where there was no room to turn, either to the right or to the left. 

21 When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, it lay down under Balaam, and he was 
angry and beat it with his staff. 7? Then the LORD opened the donkey’s mouth, and it said 
to Balaam, “What have I done to you to make you beat me these three times?” 

2 Balaam answered the donkey, “You have made a fool of me! If only I had a sword 
in my hand, I would kill you right now.” *° The donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your 
own donkey, which you have always ridden, to this day? Have I been in the habit of 
doing this to you?” “No,” he said. 

31 Then the LORD opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing 
in the road with his sword drawn. So he bowed low and fell facedown. (Numbers Chapter 
22) 


My son once asked a rabbi what could be learned from that account. The rabbi said, 
"Well sometimes even an ass knows more than you do." That's funny, but I think the 
story shows deeper truth. God went through extreme measures to get Balaam's attention. 


Yet, he chose to ae with the ah ene that was Sacer are 


Over and over Balaam was persistent in his sin trying to push the envelope on what he 
could get away with. It makes me wonder how often do we walk in danger when we're 
not walking according to God's word? God sends us message after message but like 
Balaam we willfully ignore God's signs and promptings. 


Upon first reading this passage, it is a little difficult to figure out what exactly the lesson 
for living is within this Torah portion. I suppose most Sunday School teachers focus on 
the talking donkey, but with a little digging, the text is rich with life application. These 
three chapters of the Bible set the scene for two ways to live life. It is two different ways 
to think . In scripture, one way is called "The Way of Balaam". The folks that live by it 
think they're really living, but as Proverbs 14:12 warns us, "There is a way that appears to 
be right, but in the end it leads to death." The other way to live is God's way, and His 
way is the way of freedom and life. 


In the story, again and again the king's men try to go and offer treasure to Balaam to 
curse Israel, and each time Balaam moves a little closer to figure out how to bring down 
Israel without getting God angry. Balaam wants to destroy Israel, but he also wants to 
get the money from Balak, without getting caught doing it. It is interesting as well that 
each time God speaks to Balaam he is careful to never quite gives Balak the whole story 
of what God has said. He is straddling both sides of the fence. Verses 12 and 13: 


12 But God said to Balaam, “Do not go with them. You must not put a curse on those 
people, because they are blessed.” !3 The next morning Balaam got up and said to 
Balak’s officials, “Go back to your own country, for the LORD has refused to let me go 
with you.” ! 


You see Balaam knew the right message to give to the Moabites but he was a 
compromised messenger. He was interested in giving a little bit of the information, but 
not the whole message. He told the Moabites to go back to their land, but He didn't tell 


1 The New International Version. (2011). (Nu 22:7-13). Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan. 


them that God had said the people were blessed. Each time this happens he was more 
interested in the money involved and the reward involved than he was in telling them 
what God had said. Guys, there are many preachers today who are more interested in 
promoting themselves and getting a paycheck than they are in teaching the entire Word of 
God. That is the kind of person that Balaam was. He was acompromiser. He was a 
peddler of religion. 


In this week's Torah portion God gives seven prophecies to Balaam and Balaam speaks 
them to Balak. In none does he curse Israel openly, but then we read Chapter 25 which is 
one of the saddest chapters in the Bible. Although Balaam's name is not mentioned in 
Chapter 25 as the direct cause of the sin of the Israelites, Moses tells us that Balaam was 
responsible for the terrible corruption of the people. (Numbers 31:16) Balaam was 
interested in Balak's rewards, but he had to figure out how to bring about the fall of Israel 
without doing it openly. Balaam did this when he introduced Israel to the enslavement of 
sin that would trap them for almost 800 years. The Bible tells us that he persuaded many 


of the men in Israel to become so involved in sexual sin with the women of Moab. 


There are also several New Testament passages that enlighten us as to the true character 
of Balaam. In reading the Numbers 22 passage he almost seems like a good guy. But 
Balaam’s true character is revealed by the disciple Peter who when speaking about 
apostates in the church states, "15 They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, 
following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness" 
(2 Peter 2:15) Futhermore we learn that Balaam advised Balak how to bring Israel down. 
It was Balaam who caused them to, "eat things sacrificed to idols, and commit sexual 
immorality." (Rev 2:14) This descent into moral chaos took the Jews to the lowest of the 
lows. The only thing that could break them of their idol habit was captivity in Babylon. 


worship. 


Baal of Peor. - we don't know exactly all that 
worship of Baal of Peor included, but scholars 
believe it was the worst. Baal means a 
"Possessor" or "Dominator". Peor is a word 
from the Hebrew word Pa'ar meaning "wide 
opening". This god was the "Possessor or 
Dominator of the Wide Opening". You can let 

| your imagination fill in the gaps. It involved 
g] sexual deviancy, homosexuality, child 
sacrifice, and blood. The Way of Balaam (Baal 
- worship) took humans to the lowest and most 
animalistic behavior in which they could engage. It whispered the lie into their hearts 
that freedom is life without rules. 


Author Matt Barber in his article entitled "Today's Baal Worshippers" describes the scene 
of worship to us. "Ritualistic Baal worship, in sum, looked a little like this: Adults would 


gather around the altar of Baal. Infants would then be burned alive as a sacrificial 
offering to the deity. Amid horrific screams and the stench of charred human flesh, 
congregants — men and women alike — would engage in bisexual orgies. The ritual of 
convenience was intended to produce economic prosperity by prompting Baal to bring 
rain for the fertility of “mother earth.” It was done to sexually excite Baal so that he 
might impregnate "mother earth". 


The natural consequences of such behavior — pregnancy and childbirth — and the 
associated financial burdens of “unplanned parenthood” were easily offset. One could 
either choose to engage in homosexual conduct or — with child sacrifice available on 
demand — could simply take part in another fertility ceremony to “terminate” the 
unwanted child.* 


That is an accurate picture of "The Way of Balaam". 


That is the lie of the Way of Balaam. And it 
still exists today. It exists in the church by so-called spiritual leaders who do not preach 
that sin is wrong. They do not preach the Goodness of God or the evil of sin. The way of 
Baal or Balaam is the exact opposite of the Way of God. 


This lesson must be very important to God because Balaam is mentioned 60 times in 56 
passages in the Old Testament. I believe God wants us to recognize the hand print of 
Baal when we see it. It may be called the Spirit of Jezebel, the Way of Balaam, or 
darkness. It is all the same. It is mankind saying, "We will live by no rules but our own. 
There is no right or wrong. Anything goes. There is no God ordained order in the 
universe." The Way of Balaam has now assumed a more contemporary flair, but the 
fundamentals of Baal worship are alive and well today. The principal pillars of Baal 
worship were child sacrifice, sexual immorality (both heterosexual and homosexual) and 
pantheism (reverence of creation over the Creator). 


We are now in what historians and sociologists call a "post modern" society that declares 
there is no objective standard of truth. This is a lie. The Post Modern culture that now 
struggles to dominate modern society is not much different from its ancient predecessor. 
The horrible rituals might be gone, but the core beliefs are the same. The worship of 
“fertility” has been replaced with worship of “reproductive freedom” or “choice.” 
Women wear pink vagina costumes as they protest anything that questions what they do 
to their unborn children. The open practice and celebration of both heterosexual and 
homosexual immorality and promiscuity have been carefully whitewashed. There is no 
shame because there are no rules. The ten commandments have been ignored even though 
they give wonderful confines for a well-lived life. Militant cults of radical feminists, gay 
rights activists, and rainbow marchers now flood the media with their lies. The worship 
of “mother earth” is now exercised through radical environmentalism. 


2 http://www.wnd.com/2008/12/83960/ Today's Baal Worshippers, Matt Barber 


So-called members of the "church" (like the National Council of 
Churches) eat up this same garbage philosophy. They have left the 
gay truth and they now engage in a lie. This is merely paganism dolled 
ah ae ahh up and gratuitously called “Christian.” There is nothing Christian 
CIRUKCI about any of it. It is apostasy and it is heresy. ? 
ore 
So what is this Torah portion all about? Is it is about a "talking 
donkey"? Yes. Is it about a fraudulent prophet? Yes. Is it about a warning? Yes. Is it 
about two ways to see the world? Yes. Is it about following God and His best for your 
life? Yes. Is it about the possibility of choosing a wicked path of sin and self? Yes. 
Guys, this is a Lesson for Living. This is God-given instruction warning us to not be 


deceived by the same old lie. As King Solomon said and it bears repeating, "There is 
nothing new under the sun." 


Probably the most awful truth contained in this Torah portion is that Balaam knew the 
truth and he chose to live a lie. I believe that God even gave him a glimpse of Jesus. In 
his fourth prophetic message he prophesies, 


'7T see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of Jacob; 
a scepter will rise out of Israel. He will crush the foreheads of Moab, the skulls ° 
of all the people of Sheth. 18 Edom will be conquered; Seir, his enemy, will be 
conquered, but Israel will grow strong. !° A ruler will come out of Jacob and 
destroy the survivors of the city.” 


Guys, isn't it amazing that God loved Balaam so much 
that He even gave him a glimpse of Jesus. But the hold 
of the world was too strong for Balaam. Does the Way 
of Balaam have a hold on you in any way? This brings 
us to a point of decision in this room. Have you been 
ignoring God's direction in your life? Have you maybe 


accepted part of the Way of Balaam? If you have, you 
are not alone. Principle 7: You can make a decision 


"4 


The Bible says that "all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 
Futhermore the Bible tells us that the Way of Balaam ends in death as "the wages of sin 
is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."> The good 
news is you don't have to live in death while you're here on this earth or eternal death 
because God loved you and me so much that Jesus came and died even while we were 
sinners.® And lastly, all Balaam had to do was to call on the name of the Lord in 
repentance and he could have been saved.’ How about it? Is it time for you to get right 
with God today? No matter what sin you have been involved in there is room for you at 
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the foot of the cross. The ground is level at the foot of the cross. There is forgiveness. 
You must only ask for it. 


Let us Pray! 


Union Grove is one of the oldest Baptist communities of faith in the State of Texas dating 
back to 1844. Pastor McMullen may be reached by email at uniongrove362 @ gmail.com 
or by snail mail at: 15301 FM 362, Navasota, Texas 77868 Tel: 936-825-1227 


